FROM THE BEGINNING

Military Reminiscences of World War II 

– as handwritten by Billy J. Burgess
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B29 – Super Fortress
Foreword
Following is a transcription of handwritten letters that Dad (Billy J. Burgess) has written to his children, Sandra and Gary, so that they - as well as any grandchildren, great-grandchildren, etc. can appreciate the trials/tribulations/antics of World War II through Dad’s eyes. None of the handwritten letters were changed – except maybe for punctuation or grammar.  

Daughter-in-law

Karen Landosky Burgess

October 2005
NOTE: Dad was working for Dow in Bay City, Michigan when he was drafted. His employer applied for a deferment for him but it did not come through before he had to report. So he reported in December 1942 and served until his deferment came through (September 1943). The deferment was for six months. Then in March of 1944 he again served until Nov. 1945

Dad’s Dates of Services

December 22, 1942 – September 9, 1943

March 7, 1944 – November 30, 1945
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Fort Custer Training Center, Augusta, Michigan
	Fort Custer Training Center
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	Fort Custer Training Center
Augusta MI 49012-9205 

	


Aquitania

War Duty
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Fort Slocum, New York 
Greenock, Scotland

	


	All of the Canadian Tribals that were in service were captured in this rare photo taken by Joe Winnik in Greenock Scotland on or about June 1, 1945. From the jetty outwards are HAIDA, HURON and IROQUOIS. RCN records show HAIDA and HURON arriving in Greenock on May 24th 1945 and IROQUOIS arriving on May 30th. This accounts for the order in the photo. It was unusual for the Tribals to be in Greenock as bases were available at either Scapa or Plymouth, England. In this trio, IROQUOIS was the Senior Ship. By war's end, ATHABASKAN had already been lost and the remaining Tribals were yet to be commissioned.
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